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Hike Nova Scotia is pleased to present the Cobequid Eco-Trails Society (CE-TS) with 
the Hike NS Summit Award. This award recognizes outstanding leadership and 
commitment to the growth and development of hiking in Nova Scotia.   

The Cobequid Eco-Trails Society (CE-TS) was formed in Spring 2007. It is an 
organization focusing on the development and promotion of non-motorized trails, 
with an emphasis on environmental appreciation and stewardship. 

CE-TS  is a group of resident volunteers who value trails in Colchester County and  
create community capacity building, working in partnership with the County of 
Colchester, Department of Environment, local businesses and many others. 

CE-TS and community volunteers designed and developed the Gully Lake Trail 
system creating over 30 km's of hiking trails.  

The trail within the Gully Lake Wilderness Area is one of the newest wilderness trail 
system in the province and they manage the system with a network of committed 
volunteers. 

Development of a system like this has included a great deal planning, networking 
with local contractors and government officials, coordination of trail building 
workshops, sourcing funding opportunities, and the promotion of hiking events that 
attract well over a hundred in any given event. Their reputation is growing and they 
have followed all rules of the Department of Environment (a 12-step process) and 
then some. 
 



The Society aims to consider issues and expanded opportunities related to the 
development of trails for walking, hiking, snowshoeing, cycling, cross-country 
skiing, equestrian or other forms of non-motorized use. 

Creating trails is one thing, however ongoing management and maintenance 
improvement is key to the hiking experience. They have taken time to explore the 
history of the region, creating names that relate to local lore and history, created 
guided hikes and walks educating people on the flora and fauna, educational and 
environmental sustainability.  

They promote hiking as a means to connect people to nature and to encourage an 
active healthy lifestyle and if you make it to the top of Rogart Mountain you get a 
360 degree vista view. So from Rogart Mountain to old farm homesteads to Dolly’s 
clearing and the St Janes Falls, CETS volunteers have taken history and made it come 
alive with brochures and interpretative hikes. And not many organizations can 
boast a maple sugar pancake house as part of their network and Sugar Moon Farms 
has been a welcome partner! 

CE-TS is a benchmark organization for wilderness trail building in the province. 
They can stretch a dollar and maximize their coverage.  
 
They are leaders in best practice for community engagement and risk management, 
which is perhaps why the Province of Newfoundland asked to adopt their risk 
management plan to share with community minded trail developers in that 
province. 
 
Their volunteers will hike the trail and assess it after storms, which is a rarity 
among volunteers organization. They take due diligence and stewardship seriously 
yet they are known for their fun hiking experience. From clean up days to 
supporting Sugar Moon Farms with their women’s weekend, partnering to create 
joint initiates, this organizations goes the extra mile or as we should say in Canada 
the extra Km. 
 
Today, Hike NS is here because CETS in cooperation with Colchester County have 
made the commitment to host the 6th Annual Hiking Summit with over 200 people 
registered making it one of the largest summits to date. They have spent many 
hours working with Hike NS to make this a summit one to remember. 
 
It is for all of these reasons that Hike NS is pleased to present the Cobequid Eco- 
Trails Society with the Hike NS Hiking Summit Award. 
 
Congratulations to all of your volunteers past and present that have worked to 
create non motorized trails for all to enjoy and to inspire people to get out in 
nature. 
 


